
Is Your Name Written There?
s your name writ ten in the Lamb’s Book of Life?”
This is an im por tant ques tion! Maybe you ask your -
self, “Can I be sure that my name is writ ten in Heaven 
in the Lamb’s Book of Life”? 
Rev.21:27. “Noth ing evil will be al lowed to en ter

-(heaven)– no one who prac tices shame ful idol a try and
dis hon esty – but only those whose names are writ ten in
the Lamb’s Book of Life.” 

That’s the way the Word of God speaks to us. I want to 
be sure that I don’t loose out. I want to spend an eter nity in 
Heaven with the Lord and all the saints. How do I get my
name writ ten in the Lamb’s Book of life? That’s the
ques tion we will look at. I will try to ex plain it to you us -
ing God’s Word.

The Bi ble say that “no one seeks for God,” Rom 3:11.
He is the one who seeks for us. He is the one who “calls
you by name.” Is. 43:1, “…the LORD who cre ated you
says: ‘Do not be afraid, for I have ran somed you. I have
called you by name; you are mine.’” He cre ated you, He
made you and He ran somed you by pay ing the price of
your sin. So if you will call on the name of the Lord you
will be saved. There is sin’s for give ness in His name. 

Acts 10:42-43 “And he or dered us to preach ev ery -
where and to tes tify that Je sus is or dained of God to be the
judge of all - the liv ing and the dead. He is the one of
whom all the proph ets tes ti fied about, say ing that ev ery -
one who be lieves in Him will have their sins for given
through His name.” That is the im por tant thing, to have
as sur ance of the fact that your sins are for given. In
Hebrews 9:14-15, we are re minded that the “blood of
Christ will pu rify our hearts”... “Christ of fered Himself
to God as a per fect sac ri fice for our sins.” His Holy Spirit
will never re mind you of your sins that are for given. The

for given sins are as far from us as “the east is from the
west.”  That’s what God says in Psalm 103:12, “He has re -
moved our re bel lious acts as far away from us as the east is 
from the west.” 

When the Lord calls us to come to Him, I am re -
minded of Psalm 27:8, “My heart has heard you say,
‘Come and talk with me.’ And my heart re sponds, ‘Lord ,
I am com ing.’” The Lord speaks to your heart. Chris tian -
ity is all about a per sonal re la tion ship with God. “But to
all who be lieved Him and ac cepted Him, He gave the right 
to be come chil dren of God.” John 1:12. I can rest as sured
that He is able to keep me shel tered. His Word com forts
me.  Psalm 119:114 pro claims, “You are my ref uge and
my shield; Your word is my only source of hope.”

Through the years I have tried to help peo ple get right
with the Lord. Af ter we have talked to gether, and they see
their need for a Sav ior, I have of ten re ferred to these
verses. Malachi 3:16-18. “Then those who feared the
LORD spoke with each other, and the LORD lis tened to
what they said. In His pres ence, a scroll of re mem -
brance was writ ten to re cord the names of those who
feared HIM and loved to think about HIM. They will
be My peo ple, says the LORD Al mighty. On the day when 
I act, they will be My own spe cial trea sure. I will spare
them as a fa ther spares an obe di ent and du ti ful child. You
will again see the dif fer ence be tween the righ teous and the 
wicked; be tween those who serve God and those who do
not.” No tice that He is the one who writes down their
names in the Book of Life. 

Here are some verses that will help give you as sur -
ance in your re la tion ship with God. 1 Cor.1:2. “...you who 
have been called by God to be His own holy peo ple. He
made you holy by means of Christ Je sus, just as He did to
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all Chris tians ev ery where – who -
ever calls upon the name of Je -
sus Christ....” You see, Je sus is
our me di a tor. “There is sal va -
tion in no one else! There is no
other name in all of heaven for
peo ple to call on to save them.”
Acts 4:12. It is also fit ting to
men tion what Je sus said in Mat -
thew 10:32-33, “If any one ac -
knowl edges ME pub licly here on 
earth, I will ac knowl edge that
per son be fore My fa ther in
heaven. But if any one de nies Me
here on earth, I will deny that
per son be fore My fa ther in
heaven.”

Rev. 3:5 says, “All who are
vic to ri ous will be clothed in
white, I will never erase their
names from the Book of Life, but
I will an nounce be fore My Fa -
ther and His an gels that they
are mine.”

Luke 10:18-20.  One day Je -
sus had sent out 72 dis ci ples to
preach the Word of God. When
they came back, they joy fully re -
ported to Him. “Lord, even the
de mons obey us when we use
Your name!” Je sus’ re ply was, … 
“But don’t re joice just be cause
evil spir its obey you; re joice be -
cause your names are reg is -
tered as cit i zens of heaven.” 

The Lord re veals to us what
will hap pen in the fu ture. “I saw
the dead, both great and small,
stand ing be fore God’s throne,
And the books were opened, in -
clud ing the Book of Life. And
the dead were judged ac cord ing
to the things writ ten in the books, 
ac cord ing to what they had done. 
The sea gave up the dead in it,
and death and the grave gave up
the dead in them. They were all
judged ac cord ing to their deeds.
And death and the grave were
thrown into the lake of fire. This
is the sec ond death— the lake of
fire. And any one whose name
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was not found re corded in the Book of Life was thrown
into the lake of fire.” Rev. 20:12-15. 

One verse of a song, writ ten by Mary A. Kid der,
speaks of this: “Lord, my sins they are many. Like the
sands of the sea, but Thy blood, O my Sav ior, is suf fi cient
for me; For thy prom ise is writ ten in bright let ters that
glow, “Though your sins be as scar let, I will make them
like snow.” Is my name writ ten there on the page white
and fair? In the book of Thy king dom, is my name writ ten
there?”

I ask you once again, Is your name writ ten in the
“Lamb’s Book of Life?” If not, re pent of your sin to Je sus
right now. Ask Je sus, who is our me di a tor, re deemer and
Sav ior, to for give you of your sin and to cleanse you from
all un righ teous ness.  Je sus says in John 5:24, “I as sure
you, those who lis ten to My mes sage and be lieve in God
who sent Me have eter nal life. They will never be con -
demned for their sins, but they have al ready passed from
death into life.” 

Thank you Je sus! It’s all by grace that I am a child of
Yours and that my name is writ ten in the “Lamb’s Book of
Life.” May those who read this ar ti cle say like the Psalm -
ist, “Lord, I am com ing.” Yes, come to Him, the au thor
and fin isher of our faith, Je sus Christ.

Prayerfully submitted,
Rev. Willmore Gundersen

NOTE:  I have used the New Liv ing Trans la tion be -
cause it is so easy for peo ple to un der stand. You can read
any trans la tion you like to ref er ence these verses.

“The night also is Thine.”

Psalm 74:16

YES, Lord, Thou does not ab di cate Thy throne when
the sun goeth down, nor dost Thou leave the world all
through these long win try nights to be the prey of evil;
Thine eyes watch us as the stars, and Thine arms sur round
us as the zo diac belts the sky.  The dews of kindly sleep
and all the in flu ences of the moon are in Thy hand, and the 
alarms and solemnites of night are equally with Thee. 
This is very sweet to me when watch ing through the mid -
night hours, or toss ing to and fro in an guish.  There are
pre cious fruits put forth by the moon as well as by the sun:
may my Lord make me to be a fa voured par taker in them.  

The night of af flic tion is as much un der the ar range -

ment and con trol of the Lord of Love as the bright sum mer 
days when all is bliss.  Je sus is the tem pest.  His love
wraps the night about it self as a man tle, but to the eye of
faith the sa ble robe is scarce a dis guise.  From the first
watch of the night even to the break of day the eter nal
Watcher ob serves His saints, and over rules the shades and
dews of mid night for His peo ple’s high est good.  We be -
lieve in no re vealed de i ties of good and evil con tend ing
for the mas tery, but we hear the voice of Je ho vah say ing,
“I cre ate light and I cre ate dark ness; I, the Lord, do all
these things.”

Gloomy sea sons of re li gious in dif fer ence and so cial
sin are not ex empted from the di vine pur pose.  When the
al tars of truth are de filed and the ways of God for saken,
the Lord’s ser vants weep with bit ter sor row, but they may
not de spair, for the dark est eras are gov erned by the Lord,
and shall come to their end at His bid ding.  What may
seem de feat to us may be vic tory to Him.

“Though enwrapt in gloomy night, 
We per ceive to ray of light;
Since the Lord Him self is here, 
‘Tis not meet that we should fear.”

               Morning & Evening, by Charles Spurgeon,
Copyright – 1993, Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

And thou shalt remember all the way which the 
LORD thy God led thee these forty years in the

wilderness. Deuteronomy 8:2.

Mo ses was about to de part to glory and in Deu ter on -
omy we have his fi nal words to Is rael.  Much of the book is 
oc cu pied with re flect ing on Is rael’s years in the wil der -
ness and the un fail ing faith ful ness of God to them there. 
But now he looked ahead.  He knew they were about to be -
gin a new type of ex pe ri ence.  In wis dom he knew it was
im por tant for Is rael to draw con fi dence and strength to
face the fu ture from their past ex pe ri ence with God.  This
is so nec es sary in our day.  As we face the fu ture, an un -
known path, we can look back and see God’s hand at work
in our lives, and step for ward with bold ness to face the
chal lenges ahead. 

            W. H. Bur nett

Ed i tor’s Note: Most cer tainly we can not live in the
past (Spir i tu ally), but we are walk ing with the LORD To -
day.  Nev er the less, it is good for us to re flect on the faith -
ful ness of God in the past when fac ing the fu ture!
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STAND in the WAYS 
By Henry M. Mor ris III, D. Min. 

Thus says the LORD: “Stand in the ways and
see, and ask for the old paths, where the good
way is, and walk in it; then you will find rest

for your souls.”   Jeremiah 6:16

Many of us take some time to ward the end of the past
year to look for ward a bit to ward the com ing year.  Some of 
us will re sort to the tra di tion of New Year’s res o lu tions in
an at tempt to rec og nize the flaws in our be hav ior and ex -
press a de sire to change for the better in the days to come. 
That has some value, of course, but it may be worth not ing
that the Bi ble tries to get us to look to ward the past – to ward 
the “old paths” that fo cused on a more per sonal re la tion -
ship with our righ teous Lord.  

Jer e miah warned Ju dah of the im mi nent cap tiv ity of
their na tion as Nebuchadnezzar read ied his ar mies to sack
both Je ru sa lem and the tem ple of the Lord.  God sent kings
and proph ets to lead and preach over the pre vi ous cen tu ries 
– all to no avail.  The north ern 10 tribes were al ready en -
slaved by As syria, and de spite re peated warn ings and the
10 tribes’ ex am ple, Ju dah would not lis ten.  In fact, the pre -
cise pas sage that is quoted in the text above ends with “But
they said, ‘We will not walk in it.’” 

The Bi ble tries to get us to look to ward the past – to -
ward the “old paths” that fo cused on a  more per sonal re -
la tion ship with our righ teous Lord.

The peo ple of Ju dah, like Is rael be fore them, were ini -
tially will ing to em brace their iden tity as God’s peo ple but
ended up liv ing and wor ship ing how ever they pleased. 
Their lives be came so in ter twined with the rest of the na -
tions around them that the dif fer ence be tween the godly
and the pa gan was scarcely discernable.  The seeds of com -
pro mise and in dif fer ence to ward god li ness re mained
firmly em bed ded in the na tion and the few re viv als the
Lord sent did not last very long.

The Ba sic Re quire ments 

Af ter the young na tion of Is rael was su per nat u rally re -
leased from slav ery in Egypt and the older gen er a tion was
purged for their un be lief dur ing the 40-year wan der ing in
the Si nai, Mo ses re it er ated the Lord’s sim ple ex pec ta tions
for those who were priv i leged to be called His chil dren.   

“And now, Is rael, what does the LORD your God re -
quire of you, but to fear the LORD your god, to walk in all
His ways and to love Him, to serve the LORD your God
with all your heart and with all your soul, and to keep the
com mand ments of the LORD and His stat utes which I com -
mand you to day for your good?” (Deu ter on omy 10:12-13)

One could quickly ar gue that no hu man be ing is ca pa -

ble of keep ing these re quire ments un der their own power. 
But that is pre cisely the point.  Once God has “cre ated
(us)…  in true righ teous ness and ho li ness” (Ephe sians
4:24), “His di vine power has given to us all things that per -
tain to life and god li ness” (2 Pe ter 1:3) so that the “ex ceed -
ing great ness of His power” (Ephe sians 1:19) en ables Him
to work in us and “abun dantly above all that we ask or
think” (Ephe sians 3:20).

The Ba sic Prob lem

I know that the nat u ral mind does not and can not re -
spond to the su per nat u rally re vealed Word of God ( 1 Co -
rin thi ans 2:14), but once the Holy Spirit has brought about
con vic tion and re pen tance in our hearts  and the gift of faith 
in the work of the Lord Je sus has been granted, we are truly
“born from above.”  That sec ond birth makes all the dif fer -
ence!  Prior to be ing twice-born, we can not fear the Lord
(Ed. That is, in a ‘child-like fear), or walk in His ways or
love Him, or serve Him.  Our heart and soul are “dead” and
to tally un re spon sive to godly things.

And even though we have been saved from the just
pun ish ment of our sins and God has given us “a new heart
and a new spirit” (Ezekiel 18:31), the old man still “grows
cor rupt ac cord ing to the de ceit ful lusts” (Ephe sians
18:31).  If we do not con sciously yield our selves to godly
be hav ior, the old man tends to as sert his im pact in our lives
rather than the Lord be ing al lowed to reign in us as He in -
tended.

The Ba sic Re sults

Mo ses laid down the ba sic re quire ments.  Is rael failed
to fol low those stan dards and suf fered con stant on-again,
off-again re la tion ships with their Lord.  By the time Jer e -
miah was preach ing to Ju dah cen tu ries af ter Mo ses, the
over whelm ing ma jor ity of the cit i zenry had ca pit u lated to a 
com pro mise life style with the sur round ing na tions and be -
came hard ened and in dif fer ent to the im pend ing judg ment.  
They still had the name Is rael and still in sisted that they
were Abra ham’s chil dren, but their lives and hearts had
long since left.  They were ripe for a ter ri ble ca lam ity.  

Nebuchadnezzar at tacked with his ar mies and took
God’s peo ple away into a for eign land as cap tives and ser -
vants.  He plun dered the na tion and sacked and spoiled the
cap i tal city.  The best and bright est of Ju dah were taken into 
the ser vice of a pa gan na tion whose cul ture they em braced
while they were in Je ru sa lem.  As cap tives, they were now
im mersed in the full im mo ral ity and god less mo res that
they had merely worn ear lier as cul tural trap pings.  In stead
of en joy ing the “plea sures of sin for a sea son” (He brews
11:25, KJV), they were now forced to live with the dregs of
Bab y lon for two gen er a tions – 70 years.

It’s worth not ing: Our na tion is not far from re ceiv ing



the same fate as Is rael.

The Ba sic So lu tion

It would be cen tu ries be fore the Mes siah came, but
God be gan to as sem ble some of His faith ful in Bab y lon. 
With the per mis sion of a for eign king, Zerubbabel and
Ezra brought back some 50,000 to Je ru sa lem to re build
the wor ship of the Lord.  They started out well.  They re -
stored the al tar of burnt of fer ings and be gan to lay the
foun da tions of the tem ple.  But the Sa mar i tans – Is ra el ites
who were left be hind and had as sim i lated with the
Assyrians – be gan to in ter fere, to sub tly per suade and
draw the peo ple of God away from the ba sic re quire ments
He clearly gave them.

Haggai had prob a bly re turned to Je ru sa lem with
Zerubbabel and be gan to sense God’s ur gent call ing to
chal lenge the peo ple who had be come more in ter ested in
build ing their own houses than the house of God.  This
dear old prophet spoke to the city boldly.

“You have sown much, and bring in lit tle; you eat,
but do not have enough; you drink, but you are not filled
with drink; you clothe your selves, but no one is warm;
and he who earns wages, earns wages to put into a bag
with holes.”  (Haggai 1:6).

Trans la tion: Stop serv ing your selves and get busy do -
ing what God has called you to do.  Haggai’s short se ries
of warn ings and prom ises en cour aged Zerubbabel to take
his lead er ship role more se ri ously.  The new im pe tus to
fin ish the work brought so much zeal to all of the peo ple
that Haggai was told to prom ise the lead ers:

“Con sider now from this day for ward, from the
twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, from the day that the 
foun da tion of the LORD’S tem ple was laid – con sider it:
Is the seed still in the barn?  As yet the vine, the fig tree, the 
pome gran ate, and the ol ive tree have not yielded fruit. 
But from this day I will bless you.” (Haggai 2:18-19).

ONCE THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS BROUGHT
ABOUT CONVICTION AND REPENTANCE IN OUR
HEARTS AND THE GIFT OF FAITH IN THE WORK
OF THE LORD JESUS HAS BEEN GRANTED, WE
ARE TRULY “BORN FROM ABOVE.”  THAT
SECOND BIRTH MAKES ALL THE DIFFERENCE! 

Not only that, God in structed Haggai to tell
Zerubbabel spe cif i cally that “I will over throw the throne
of king doms; I will de stroy the strength of the Gen tile
king doms” (Haggai 2:22).  That en cour age ment looked far 
be yond their time to a day when God would bring about an 
en tirely new world.   

Zech a riah was there.  God chose him to re ceive sev -
eral key visions of the fu ture that He would be gin to im -
ple ment now that the hearts of the peo ple had changed –-
now that God’s peo ple had be gun to do what God had al -

ways wanted and ex pected them to do.
Thus says the LORD of hosts: “IF you will walk in

My ways, and if you will keep My com mand, then you
shall also judge My house, and like wise have charge of
My courts; I will give you places to walk among these
who stand here.” (Zech a riah 3:7).

Zech a riah’s words were very nearly a re peat of Jer e -
miah’s mes sage prior to the Bab y lo nian cap tiv ity.  The
two prophets said al most the same thing that Mo ses said
nearly a mil len nium be fore.  Now that those who were
known as the peo ple of God were back in the place where
they were sup posed to be – and now that their be lief and
their ac tions were synced – God re it er ated His prom ise to
use them as He in tended.

There is noth ing spe cial about the times of God’s
work.  He de lights in work through His peo ple. 

Now that the Last Days are upon us, there is no new
re quire ment.  The same re quests with the same po ten tial
and the same out comes are still in place.  God’s bless ing
co mes with obe di ence.  God’s judg ment co mes when His
ways are ig nored and flaunted.

This new year, in stead of plan ning ahead and mak ing
res o lu tions that you will prob a bly break be fore the new
year even starts – why don’t you “ask for the old paths,
where the good way is, and walk in it, then you will find 
rest for your souls” (Jer e miah 6:16).

     Taken from ACTS & FACTS, January, 2016; Institute 
for Creation Research. Permission Granted.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“‘For as the rain comes down, and the snow from
heaven, And do not return there, But water the
earth, And make it bring forth and bud, That it

may give seed to the sower And  bread to the eater,  
So shall My word be that goes forth from My

mouth; It shall not return to Me void, But it shall
accomplish what I please, And it shall prosper in

the thing for which I sent it.’” Isaiah 55:10-11.

As rain on mead ows newly sown,
So shall seed His in flu ence down;
His grace on faint ing souls distills
Like heav enly dew on thirsty hills.

“Let my teach ing drop as the rain, My speech dis -
till as the dew,  As rain drops on the ten der herb, And as 
show ers on the grass.  For I pro claim the name of the
LORD; As cribe great ness to our God.  He is the Rock,
His work is per fect; For all His ways are jus tice, A God
of truth and with out in jus tice; Righ teous and up right
is He.”  Deu ter on omy 32:2-4

Selected
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Ed i to rial 
RES

DISTINCT DIFFERENCE
“Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who put dark ness for light, and light for

dark ness; Who put bit ter for sweet, and sweet for bit ter!”  “‘Praise the LORD, call upon His 
name; De clare His deeds among the peo ples, Make men tion that His Name is ex alted.  Sing 

to the LORD, For He has done ex cel lent things, This is known in all the earth.   Cry out
and shout, O in hab it ant of Zion, For great is the Holy One of Is rael in your midst!’” 

(Isa iah 5:20, 12:4b-6) 

(Con tinued from last is sue of the Morn ing Glory)

AS I con tinue this ed i to rial, keep in mind and heart that
we live in a sin ful world, “for we do not wres tle against
flesh and blood, but against prin ci pal i ties, against pow -
ers, against her rul ers of the dark ness of this age,
against spir i tual hosts of wick ed ness in the heav enly
places”   Ephe sians 6:12.

ACCORDING to God’s Holy Word, the Bi ble, there is a
vast dif fer ence be tween a liv ing faith and a dead faith.
This is also stated in Lu ther’s Small Cat e chism.  The de -
mons (or fallen an gels) even be lieve that there is a God,
but their fu ture is eter nal doom!  YES, there is a vast dif -
fer ence be tween simple head-knowl edge and true heart-
 ex pe ri ence, which is re ceiv ing a new heart SPIRIT -
UALLY (like a hear trans plant).  Sadly and trag i cally,
there are many who will miss Heaven by eigh teen inches
– the approximate dis tance be tween a per son’s head and
heart! 

Is n’t it MARVELOUS how GOD (many times) works be -
hind the scenes in a per son’s life to prep a re them to re -
ceive JESUS as their per sonal Sav ior.  This is even
un known to the in di vid ual.  This is the awak en ing of the
per sonal NEED for a lost sin ner to ex pe ri ence sal va tion in 
the per son of JESUS.  Nu mer ous peo ple ex pe ri ence first
what it is to get mad, then sad, and then to be come glad! 
Con vic tion of SIN takes place be fore godly re pen tance. 
(See II Co rin thi ans 7:10, Galatians 3:24, James 2:10.)
This work of the Holy Spirit work ing be hind the scenes
prior to con ver sion to pre pare a sinner is somewhat a new
word, but is called Pre venient Grace.  It has ac tu ally been
around a long time!  Be cause, WITH the ‘call’ unto per -
sonal SALVATION co mes the power to re spond
POSITIVELY unto GOD!

Now there are many people who be lieve that Bap tism and 
the Lord’s Sup per are enough for sal va tion.  I be lieve they 
are on the road to Heaven.  Yes, I very def i nitely be lieve
and have the con vic tion in the Scrip tural prac tice of In fant 
Bap tism; but the bap tized must then come to a per sonal

and con scious de ci sion of re ceiv ing Je sus as their per -
sonal Sav ior, or they are go ing the way of the world and
are LOST!  (See John 1:12-13, 3:18, 36; 1 John 5:11-15;
Rev e la tion 3:20; 1 Tim o thy 2:4)

I will give you a num ber of ex am ples in Scrip ture of
where the power to respond IS in cluded with the CALL
(not nec es sar ily unto sal va tion, but WITH THE CALL
OF GOD): Naaman, Lydia, the blind man in John 9, Laz a -
rus, the man with a with ered hand, the ten lep ers, etc.

In John chap ter 3, JESUS’ ref er ence of be ing born of the
wa ter was not talk ing about Bap tism, be cause the New
Tes ta ment Sac ra ment of Bap tism was not in sti tuted yet by 
Him.

EVEN in the Scrip tural Sac ra ment of In fant Bap tism, that
in di vid ual must come to a con scious re la tion ship from an
un con scious re la tion ship of faith, or he is go ing the way
of the world.  I per son ally know of someone who is spe -
cial in our lives, who at apporximately five years of age,
made the de ci sion of want ing JESUS as their per sonal
Sav ior!

WE were not cre ated as pup pets, for God gives us a
choice when He calls.  What a clear dis tinc tion there is be -
tween Sacramentalism, and the Bib li cally true ex pe ri -
enced Sal va tion of re ceiv ing and be liev ing in Je sus.  This
liv ing faith is a GIFT from God – “‘This is the work of
God, that you be lieve in Him whom He sent.’” (John
6:29b)  Our old na ture does not de sire God nor seek Him!
(Ephe sians 2:1-10, John 7:37a, 6:35) “And the Spirit and
the bride say, ‘Come!’  And let him who hears say,
‘Come!’  And let him who thirsts come.  Who ever de -
sires, let him take the wa ter of life freely.”  (Rev. 22:17)

ISN’T it mar vel ous that, when we are en light ened by the
HOLY SPIRIT, we don’t have to won der IF we are on the
way to HEAVEN or not.  The Bi ble is clear that there is a
clear dis tinc tion between the saved and lost, the ones on
the road to heaven and hell.  By the GRACE of God we
can KNOW  which road we are on.  If we could n’t know
GOD, then He would not be a GOD OF LOVE!   (For



STILL LONELY 
More than ever be fore, mod ern man can move faster

to be with more peo ple, has more peo ple with whom to as -
so ci ate and is able to com mu ni cate in more di verse ways
with more peo ple.  But the in di vid ual is still lonely.  One
man is forced un will ingly into the lonely cor ner by his in -
abil ity to cope with the pres sures of life; the other man is
in an other lonely cor ner be cause he rose above the pres -
sures of life to live in an other king dom… Dag
Hammarskjojd, whose per sonal gifts and dis po si tion
drove him to pay the price of lead er ship, wrote on his
fifty-third  birth day, three years be fore his death: “Did’st
Thou give me this in es cap able lone li ness so that it would
be eas ier for me to give Thee all?”  When Whitaker Cham -
bers was tes ti fy ing in the Hiss case in the New York City
Fed eral Build ing, he was pur sued by re port ers but ig nored 
by most oth ers.  “I won dered some times that no friend of
the many I claimed ever pen e trated to me.  I won dered
even more that in the whole na tion, no priest, no min is ter,
no fel low Quaker, grasped what I was try ing to do and
came to say.  I do not want to ask or to tell you any thing.  I
sim ply wish to be with you.  From the outer world, no one
came… I was alone not only in the sim ple phys i cal sense. 
More and more I was be gin ning to feel like a man who is
sep a rated from the world by the fact that he is re ally dead,
al though, by the ac tion of some odd tor ment, he still
moves and talks.” W. E. Sangster, the Brit ish preacher
who died in 1960, wrote: “Com pan ion ship is not com mu -
nion.  I shared many a meal with men in the army with
whom I could never share a thought.”  All sen si ble peo ple
know that one can be lonely in a crowd…  C. P. Snow
wrote of Al bert Ein stein: “He was phys i cally the stron gest 
of the men I am dis cuss ing.  He was also the stron gest in
spirit.  He was used to be ing sol i tary. … In speak ing of the
lone li ness of the Chris tian, A. W. Tozer has writ ten these
per cep tive and help ful words:

“Lone li ness seems to be one price the saint must pay
for his saint li ness… Al ways re mem ber: you can not
carry a cross in com pany.  Though a man were sur -
rounded by a vast crowd, his cross is his alone and his
car ry ing of it marks him as a man apart.”

The Standard 

A PRAYER 
Speak to us, Lord, un til our hearts are melted 
To share in Thy com pas sion for the lost’;
Till our souls throb with burn ing in ter ces sion, 
That they shall know Thy name, whate’er the cost.
Speak to us, Lord, till shamed by Thy great giv ing, 
Our hands un clasp to set our trea sures free; 
Our wills, our love, our dear ones, our pos ses sions, 
All gladly yielded, gra cious Lord, to Thee.

Selected

A Tes ti mony

Of Alvin C. An der son, Daraville, Geor gia 

Things are quite dif fer ent from when I was a child; but 
the Word of God fore tells the com ing of the law less time
when evils will take over, moral de cay, dis hon esty will
abound.  Lit tle did I think this time would so soon come. 
We now see the down fall of na tions, sucked into … play -
ing into the hands of the soon com ing Anti-Christ.  Then
God will de stroy those who only “have the form of god li -
ness, but deny the power thereof.”  I’m so happy to know
that I don’t have to trust in any thing of my self, but I’ve
turned ev ery thing over to Je sus Christ, God’s Son, Who
came to re deem us; died and rose again from the dead for
our jus ti fi ca tion, that by sim ply be liev ing in Him I have
eter nal life in glory!  WHAT A GIFT!  And it all came to
pass by His love.

“For ye know the grace of the Lord Je sus Christ,
that, though He was rich, yet He be came poor for our
sakes, that ye through His pov erty might be made rich.”
2 Co rin thi ans 8:9.  Do you have this rich ness?  If not, you
should hurry, for the time will soon come when you’ll not
get to hear the Word of God.  See Amos 8:11-13.  

Ed i tor’s Note: This per sonal tes ti mony ap peared in
the The Lamp lighter, April, 1983, and con tin ues to live
on.  What a priv i lege and golden op por tu nity for YOU to
share your per sonal tes ti mony of what Je sus did in your
life and is DOING to day.  Sim ply send your tes ti mony to
the ed i tor and he will com pile them in a book en ti tled:  
“Let the Re deemed of the Lord Say So”.      
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ex am ple:  The lit tle book of First John is filled many times 
with the word ‘know’.)

“Not by works of righ teous ness which we have done,
but ac cord ing to His mercy He saved us, through the
wash ing of re gen er a tion and re new ing of the Holy
Spirit, whom He poured out on us abun dantly

through Je sus Christ our Sav ior, that hav ing been jus -
ti fied by His grace we should be come heirs ac cord ing
to the hope of eter nal life”.  (Ti tus 3:5-7)

Which road are YOU on:  The one that leads to Heaven
OR Hell?

ACTS 4:12-13, JOHN 14:6, 3:18, 36. 



From Our Fellowship Circle

J. S. Lindstrom, MN 
Why do we let them have their way (Ar ti cle ap peared in
the Star Tri bune, “Why an Athe ist Loves Christ mas”). 
Where are the real born-again Chris tians? 

I asked a lo cal pas tor – who is on fire for the Lord: “Are
we in the end times with all that is go ing on in the world?”

Two Bi ble Studies he has taught – tells me the an swer is
YES!   …

B. H. Mil ton-Freewater, OR
I en joy your Morn ing Glory very much.  (Ed. Praise God
from Whom all Bless ings Flow).  

I gave my heart to the Lord al most ten years ago and it has
been great to live for Him, un der and through His
GRACE!

Will you please send the Morn ing Glory to the fol low ing
… for the next year?

D. S. White, SD
To our Brethren, 

En closed find a check for $… for a sub scrip tion to your
mag a zine, which we found avail able through the Vine and
the Branches.

Am send ing this along with our Christ mas card which
may be a lit tle late, and yet we need to give thanks and find 
joy in the com plete pic ture of our Re demp tion through the 
year – the birth, the Cross and the Empty tomb – the great -
est bless ing and gift ever be stowed on mor tal man.

My wife … and I farmed for around 50 years and are now
in volved in spread ing the Gos pel, as it has been taken out
of churches and thus we use the pub lic square.   

We wish you the true bless ings of the Lord in the up-com -
ing year ahead as you glo rify Him and press on in mak ing
Him known

A. L. Souris, ND
Please ac cept our do na tion of $…

We are blessed with the Morn ing Glory and thank the
Lord for your faith ful ness with the WORD! 

A. & K. T.  Livingston, NJ
Merry Christ mas and may God bless the New Year for 

all at “Morn ing Glory”.  We have been blessed for many
years with your fab u lous mag a zine.  …  I want to be sure
that … is on your mail ing list re ceiv ing the MG.   

F. A. S. Radcliffe, IA
SHALOM! (Wise Men Still Seek HIM)!

I praise the LORD JESUS for the Holy Spirit’s anoint ing
on “The Morn ing Glory”!  

I thank Je sus for His su per nat u ral fa vor upon you, your
wit ness, upon your fam i lies and the Chris tian friends.

To day we trust in JESUS and His faith ful ness more than
ever!  “Trust and obey, for there’s no other way, to be
happy in JESUS, but to trust and obey!”        Maranatha!

Mrs. A. M. Fergus Falls, MN 
En closed find a check for the Morn ing Glory.

An other year is com ing to a close – it has gone so fast. 
Alan went to his Heav enly home on Nov. 19, 2015 and I
miss him so!

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

And exhort ye that ye should earnestly
contend for the faith which was once

delivered unto the saints. Jude 3

Jude was deeply con cerned about the prob lems fac ing
the be liev ers of his day.  His warn ings to them are given
with force and au thor ity.  At the root of their prob lems was 
a drift from truth that had be come an open de nial of God’s
Word.  Foun da tional truth was par a mount to Jude and it
ought to be to you and me.  Some one has well said, “I
looked for the church and I found it in the world and I
looked for the world and I found it in the church.”  The
only cure for such a sit u a tion is re newed obe di ence to the
Scrip tures.  May God pre serve us in this day of de par ture!

            James Comte 

Re vive Thy work, O Lord!  Dis turb the sleep of death:
Quicken the smoul der ing em bers, Lord, by Thine al -

mighty breath.
            Al bert Midlane 

“The proper place for the ship to be is in the wa ter, but
if the wa ter gets into the ship, the ship will sink.  The
proper place for the church is in the world, but if the
“world” gets into the church, the church will go down in
dis grace.”   L.C. Spencer
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Believable …Yet Unbelievable 

City Council Votes To Remove Cross;
People Vote To Remove City Council 

A strange thing hap pened in Knox ville, Iowa this past
No vem ber.  Mem bers of the city coun cil voted to re move
a Vet erans me mo rial, which in cluded a cross, from a lo cal
park, and in turn mem bers of the com mu nity voted to re -
move the coun cil mem bers that voted to re move the cross.  
Don’t you love to see de moc racy in ac tion?

From Christiannews.net, 11/6/15

Schools Buying Aborted Baby Parts For
Research 

The Min ne sota Fam ily Coun cil re cently re ported that
the Uni ver sity of Min ne sota and the Uni ver sity of Wis -
con sin were both con duct ing re search us ing baby parts
from aborted ba bies.  The re port stated that the Uni ver sity
of Wis con sin has been pur chas ing aborted baby parts,
then im plant ing them into mice.  The aborted baby parts
be ing used at both Uni ver sities were pur chased from the
same com pany, Ad vanced Bio sci ence Re sources…

Information from Lifesitenews.com.  11/9/15

Canadian High Court Sides With
Religious Liberty Over LGBT Rights 

A Ca na dian high court has up held the re li gious lib erty 
of Trin ity West ern Uni ver sity.  The ac cred i ta tion of the
Christian law school was chal lenged af ter LGBT ac tiv ists
said that the school’s ad her ence to bib li cal stan dards on
mo ral ity and mar riage would pro duce in com pe tent law -
yers.

“This was a ma jor vic tory against re li gious dis crim i -
na tion stem ming from Can ada’s le gal iz ing same-sex mar -
riage in 2005,” said Mat Staver, founder and chair man of
Lib erty Coun sel and for mer Dean of Lib erty Uni ver sity
School of Law.  “LGBT ac tiv ists are try ing to cleanse gov -
ern ment of fices, col leges and uni ver si ties, pub lic schools,
busi nesses, and even churches of those who be lieve what
ev ery one has be lieved through mil len nia of hu man his -
tory, that mar riage is a un ion of man and a woman,” Staver 
said.  “This per se cu tion of Chris tians is spread ing to all
lev els of so ci ety,” Staver warned.  “It is the great est at tack
against re li gious lib erty in our mod ern times.”                                                                   
Lib erty Coun sel  

President Poses for Cover of Homosexual
Magazine  

Pres i dent Obama’s pro mo tion of the LGBT agenda
has earned him the ti tle of “Ally of the Year” by Out Mag -
a zine.

It has also made him the first U.S. pres i dent to ap pear
on the cover of an LGBT mag a zine…

While Pres i dent Obama pro claimed to be lieve mar -
riage was be tween a man and a woman un til late in 2012,
many po lit i cal ob serv ers as sumed this was due to po lit i cal
ex pe di ency – some thing for mer White House ad vi sor Da -
vid Axelrod ver i fied ear lier this year (2015).

Lifesitenews.com 

Many Muslim Nations Refuse to Take a
Single Refugee 

While the United States and Eu ro pean na tions are tak -
ing in Syr ian ref u gees by the thou sands, many Mus lim na -
tions who have plenty of wealth are re fus ing to take even
one.  

Freedomoutpost.com (No vem ber 30, 2015) (asks), “If 
Saudi Ara bia won’t take in Syr ian ref u gees, why should
the United States?  In re cent weeks we have heard a whole
lot from Barack Obama about our ‘moral ob li ga tion’ to
take in ref u gees from Syria.  Well, if there is a ‘moral ob li -
ga tion’ to help these ref u gees, then why aren’t more
wealthy Is lamic na tions step ping up to the plate?  Ac cord -
ing to Am nesty In ter na tional, since the be gin ning of the
Syr ian civil war, Saudi Ara bia has not ac cepted a sin gle
Syr ian ref u gee.  Nei ther has Ku wait.  Nei ther has Qa tar. 
Nei ther has the United Arab Emirates.  These na tions are
ab so lutely swim ming in money, and yet they have
slammed the door on these des per ately needy Is lamic ref -
u gees.  So what pre cisely does that tell us?”

We are con stantly told about the “peace ful” re li gion
of Is lam, and we have been told that Is lam gen u inely cares 
about peo ple.  Then, why do Mus lim na tions re fuse ref u -
gees who are run ning for their lives from na tions next door 
to them?  If Is lam is such a won der ful re li gion, then why
are Mus lims leav ing the coun tries where Is lam is the dom -
i nant re li gion?

Why are Mus lims run ning to Chris tian na tions when
there are so many Mus lim na tions?  The an swer is very sim -
ple: Is lam does n’t work, and Is lam is a re li gion of bar ba rism.  
Chris tian ity, on the other hand, is a faith that cares about peo -
ple and tries to help peo ple – and Mus lims know it.
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Mus lims are com ing to the West ern na tions be cause
their own Is lamic faith na tions will not take them.

Dr. Ron Baity, RETURN AMERICA 

Professor Suspended For Covering
Her Head 

Wheaton Col lege sus pended a Chris tian ten ured pro -
fes sor who said Chris tians and Mus lims share the same
God, spark ing pro tests on the sub ur ban Chi cago cam pus. 
Larycia Hawkins, a po lit i cal-sci ence pro fes sor, said that
she would wear a headscarf in sup port of Mus lims af ter
shoot ings in Paris and San Bernardino, Ca lif. “As Pope
Fran cis stated last week, we wor ship the same God,” she
posted on Facebook. Some called that a con fla tion of Chris -
tian and Mus lim the ol ogy. 

Star Tribune, Dec. 17, 2015

Deadly Drinking Soared Last Year

Al co hol is kill ing Amer i cans at a rate not seen in at
least 35 years, ac cord ing to new fed eral data. Last year,
more than 30,700 Amer i cans died from al co hol-in duced
causes, in clud ing al co hol poi son ing and cir rho sis, which is
pri mar ily caused by al co hol use.  In 2014, there were 9.6 al -
co hol-in duced deaths per 100,000 peo ple, an in crease of 37
per cent since 2002.  This tally ex cludes deaths from
drunken driv ing, other ac ci dents, and ho mi cides com mit ted 
un der the in flu ence of al co hol. If those num bers were in -
cluded, the an nual toll would be closer to 90,000, ac cord ing 
to the Cen ters for Dis ease Con trol and Pre ven tion. 

In re cent years, pub lic health ex perts have fo cused ex -
ten sively on over dose deaths from her oin and pre scrip tion 
pain kill ers, which have risen rap idly since the early 2000s.
But in 2014, more peo ple died from al co hol-in duced causes
(30,722) than from over doses of pre scrip tion pain kill ers and
her oin com bined (28,647), ac cord ing to the CDC. Philip
Cook, a Duke Uni ver sity pro fes sor who stud ies al co hol con -
sump tion pat terns and their ef fects, notes that per ca pita al co -
hol con sump tion has been in creas ing since late 1990s.

Star Tribune, December 23, 2015

“I came not to send peace on earth,
but a sword.”  Mat thew 10:34

THE Chris tian will be sure to make en e mies.  It will be
one of his ob jects to make none; but if to do the right, and to
be lieve the true should cause him to lose ev ery earthly
friend, he will count it but a small loss, since his great
Friend in heaven will be yet more friendly, and re veal Him -

self to him more gra ciously than ever.  O ye who have taken 
up His cross, know ye not what your Mas ter said?  “I am
come to set a man at vari ance against his fa ther, and the
daugh ter against her mother; and a man’s foes shall be they
of his own house hold.”  Christ is the great Peace maker; but
be fore peace, He brings war.  Where the light com eth, the
dark ness must re tire.  Where truth is, the lie must flee; or, if
it abideth, there must be a stern con flict, for the truth can not
and will not lower its stan dard, and the lie must be trod den
un der foot.  If you fol low Christ, you shall have all the dogs
of the world yelp ing at your heels.  If you would live so as
to stand the test of the last tri bu nal, you can de pend upon
the fact that the world will not speak well of you.  He who
has the friend ship of the world is an en emy to God, but if
you are true and faith ful to the Most High, men will re sent
your un flinch ing fi del ity, since it is a tes ti mony against
their in iq ui ties.  Fear less of all con se quences, you must do
the right.  You will need the cour age of a lion un hes i tat ingly 
to pur sue a course which shall turn your best friend into
your fierc est foe; but for the love of Je sus you must thus be
cou ra geous.  For the truth’s sake, to haz ard rep u ta tion and
af fec tion is such a deed, that to do it con stantly, you will
need a de gree of moral prin ci ple which only the Spirit of
God can work in you; yet turn not your back like a cow ard,
but play the man.  Fol low right man fully in your Mas ter’s
steps, for He has tra versed this rough way be fore you. 
Better a brief war fare and eter nal rest, than false peace and
ev er last ing tor ment.

Morning & Evening, by Charles Spurgeon, Copyright –
1991, Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.

Ed i tor’s Note: Likely some of you con cerned read ers
will say, “BUT that is only ONE verse!” How many times
does God need to state some thing for our ben e fit?

“‘Blessed are you when they re vile and per se cute you, 
and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake.’”
(Mat thew 5:11)  “‘Do not think that I came to bring
peace on earth.  I did not come to bring peace but a
sword.’” (Mat thew 10:34)

“‘Do you sup pose that I came to give peace on earth?  I 
tell you, not at all, but rather di vi sion.’” (Luke 12:51)  The
world hates you (John 15:18-25), but es pe cially to ward
those who know JESUS as their per sonal Sav ior. (John
6:34-35, 1 John 3:14)

Fairly of ten you hear peo ple ex press the de sire that we
could ex pe ri ence peace on earth (which is great), but as you 
know, we will never ex pe ri ence this un til peo ple (as in di -
vid u als) find peace with God through the Blood Atone ment 
of the PRINCE OF PEACE!

Fur ther more, rest less ness is a def i nite sign of the com -
ing of the Prince of Peace.  
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OBEY THE LAW 
(Ser mon by Pas tor Paul Larson, De troit Lakes, MN. 

Con tinued from the last is sue of MG)

Please re read Romans 13:1-7

But don’t mis un der stand me, we are not peo ple who
just don’t want that an ar chy; in fact, that’s what hap pens
when gov ern ment lead ers de cide they can do what ever
they want.  There’s a rea son that we make our Sen a tors
and our Con gress men and our Pres i dent put their hand on
the Bi ble, raise his right hand and swear to up hold the laws 
of the land.  That is based in Romans 13.  You obey the
law.  Just be cause some one’s elected to Con gress does n’t
mean they’re ex empt from obey ing the law.  In fact, they
are more re spon si ble, not less.  They should be an ex am ple 
and so when Con gress passes a law and says this is the law 
of the land, and you’ve got a Pres i dent or a Su preme Court 
who says we’re not go ing to do that – who is dis obey ing
gov ern ing au thor ity?  Who’s bring ing con dem na tion
upon them selves?  Amer i can peo ple need to un der stand
the re spon si bil ity and that’s re ally where this pic ture co -
mes in.  As God says, “Those who have gov ern ing au thor -
ity will be held re spon si ble for what they do.”  There are
those who need to lis ten to the gov ern ing au thor ity, and if
they don’t lis ten, they will be pun ished.

To you that’s ob vi ous.  If you go out and drive 120
mph down the road you’re go ing to get in trou ble.  The
other thing God talks about are those who have au thor ity 
need to right fully use that au thor ity.  If we, the peo ple, are
the gov ern ing au thor ity of this na tion, who is God go ing
to be an gry with if we put peo ple in the of fice who go
against His will?  You see, we have the re spon si bil ity as
Chris tians to elect peo ple who will up hold the law of the
ul ti mate gov ern ing au thor ity, which is God Him self.  Who 
will up hold His laws?  That’s the most im por tant thing,
and if you put peo ple in of fice who say, “We don’t care
what God says, we are go ing to do this; then, man, you’re
in trou ble.  You have put that per son into a po si tion where
they are blas phem ing and dis obey ing God and He will
hold you re spon si ble be cause you did that.  God has given 
this great na tion a won der ful setup for the peo ple to have
power, but with power co mes re spon si bil ity.  As Chris -
tians you can not blindly go to a vot ing booth and say,
“Well, I like the color of the skin or be cause they are Nor -
we gian or what ever, or I like this or that, so I’m go ing to
vote for him.  You’re in trou ble if you do that.  “They be -
long to this party or that party so I will vote for the party.” 
It’s not about the party.  As Chris tians you have a re spon si -
bil ity to put peo ple in au thor ity who will fol low the au -
thor ity of God Him self, fol low His will and do what He
says!  God has given you a re spon si bil ity and you better

fol low through on it, be cause when pun ish ment co mes in
when God pours His wrath out on this Coun try, if you
think you’re go ing to es cape when you’ve done some -
thing like that, you better guess again!  We, the peo ple, are
re spon si ble for the gov ern ment that we have run ning this
coun try, and if it’s not right and if it’s not good, then you
better do ev ery thing you can to change it.  Be cause I don’t
think God is go ing to wait much lon ger.  Our coun try is
head ing in the wrong di rec tion and you, as Chris tians, es -
pe cially need to do some thing.  I was so en cour aged on
some of the re sults from Tues day night.  In Hous ton,
Texas, the les bian Mayor was go ing to force ev ery one to
ac cept the fact that boys could go to the girls’ bath rooms
and show ers, and ev ery thing was go ing to be transgender
and so forth.  The peo ple of Hous ton over whelm ingly re -
jected that, say ing, “It’s not to hap pen.”  We saw that hap -
pen ing through out places in Amer ica on Tues day night,
where peo ple stood up and said, “Enough is enough,
we’re not al low ing this to hap pen.”  The voice of the
Amer i can peo ple is com ing alive again.  I have hope for
our coun try af ter Tues day’s elec tions.  I have hope that
says the peo ple are fi nally see ing what’s go ing on and
they’re willing to stand up and say some thing and do
some thing about it.  I hope that fire catches on with you!  I
hope you re al ize that YOU also have to be will ing to do
that, be cause things like that are hap pen ing in Min ne sota
too, not just in Texas. 

 When we have a school sys tem that says they want to
have transgen ders choose what ever bath room they want
you better stand up and elect dif fer ent gov er nors and dif -
fer ent lead ers.  Don’t let that hap pen, don’t go along with
it.  That’s what we’re get ting at here.  God says to re spect
au thor ity, but He also says that in this coun try, be cause
this is a unique coun try, you’re re spon si ble for the gov ern -
ing au thor ity.  WE THE PEOPLE de ter mine the di rec tion
our gov ern ment goes and so “we the peo ple” better get our 
act in or der and we better do what God wants us to do or
we the peo ple are go ing to pay the price.  Once we’ve
elected our lead ers, we have a re spon si bil ity to obey the
laws they pass and that’s what God is say ing here; God al -
lows them to come into power.  They are there for a pur -
pose and are there to carry out the law.  If you don’t fol low
the law you have an ar chy.  That’s why it’s so sad when
lead ers don’t up hold the law.  

I re mem ber years ago, some of you prob a bly were n’t
even born, when Rich ard Nixon was Pres i dent of our Na -
tion. Con gress was ready to im peach him be cause he had
got ten rid of 20 min utes worth of tape.  20 min utes and
they were go ing to im peach him!  Now we have gov ern -
ment or ga ni za tions and peo ple in gov ern ment who lit er -
ally have de stroyed years of e-mails and in for ma tion and
we just brush it off like noth ing has hap pened.  If we were
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to hold  our elected of fi cials to day to the same stan dard we 
were hold ing Rich ard Nixon, there would be im peach -
ments all over the place!  What has changed?  One of the
things that has changed is the Amer i can peo ple!  “WE the
peo ple” are putt ing peo ple in of fice not based on Godly
prin ci ples.  So we are get ting un godly be hav ior.  We have
a Pres i dent who says, “I don’t like the im mi gra tion laws so 
I’m not go ing to fol low them.”  He is a law breaker.  When
you have Mayors and City Coun cils say ing, “We don’t
like fed eral law on im mi gra tion so we are go ing to be a 
Sanc tu ary city.”  Ar rest them and put them in jail.  They
have to obey the laws of the Land. If you don’t, you have
an ar chy and that’s ex actly what some peo ple are try ing to
cause in Amer ica.  To day they’re try ing to cause an ar chy
be cause with an ar chy co mes con fu sion, and peo ple don’t
know what’s com ing or go ing and it’s easy for a Dic ta tor
or someone else to come and take con trol. God has
blessed Amer ica and the Amer i can peo ple with the
unique power of gov ern ing  au thor ity.  Don’t aban don it,
don’t give it up, don’t turn it over, use it and use it wisely,
so that when our Con gress makes laws we fol low them.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

My Personal Letter To You 
Dear …
April, 1983
“Be cause I live, ye shall live also.”  John 14:19.
The dis ci ples did n’t grasp the mean ing of the above

words of Christ when they were spo ken.  Nor did they un -
der stand Him when He told them about his com ing death. 
And we can see why: no body had ever “laid down” his life 
like Je sus did.  Mar tyrs died for a cause, but He died to
atone for our sins, an en tirely new con cept.  No body, be -
fore or af ter, could die like He died.  Like wise, no body
could prom ise and keep that prom ise to rise from the dead.  
Many had prom ised but none could per form.  Only Christ
– be cause He is the LIFE, plus the WAY and the TRUTH.
All oth ers were vic tims of death lost in dark ness – and li -
ars.

When Je sus prom ised, “be cause I live, ye shall live
also”, He did n’t mean to say, “be cause I live NOW, ye
shall live”, No.  But “be cause I live AFTER DEATH, ye
shall live.”   At last, af ter His res ur rec tion, the truth
dawned on them!  In the Acts of the Apos tles we re peat -
edly read about the dis ci ples preach ing a LIVING Gos pel; 
not only about His death, but that added plus – HIS
RESURRECTION!  “HE LIVES”!   And that’s what
made His en e mies so mad that they sought to kill His fol -
low ers.  Ac cord ing to this – HE WAS GOD. No one could
live for ever in glory who re jected Him; but all who would

die to sin and self-righ teous ness would both live now,
spir i tu ally, and in heaven for ever.  Ev ery born-again
Chris tian has ex pe ri enced a Good Fri day and Easter – put
to death by the LAW – and raised from the dead by the
GOSPEL. Romans 6.   …        Pas tor R. Norheim

            The Lamp lighter

Ed i tor’s Note: In His Grace, God has kept alive the
Morn ing Glory and also the min is try of the Hauge Lu -
theran Innermission Fed er a tion.  Thus, there are liv ing
Chris tians who gladly sup port us.  We gladly pres ent a
Sav ior who once died for the sins of man kind and ever
lives to plead our cause at the Fa ther’s right hand.

The Re al ity of Hell 

And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out
and throw it away, It is better for you to enter
life with one eye than having two eyes to be
thrown into the fire of hell. Matthew 18:9

Je sus took hell very se ri ously.  He spoke about it as a
real place to avoid at all costs.

The most aw ful thing imag in able would be to die and
go into eter nity with out Christ; to stand be fore the judg -
ment bar of Al mighty God who knows your ev ery thought 
and word and deed, and to have all of your sins brought
out be fore  the uni verse and be justly con demned unto
eter nal per di tion and cast out into a lake of fire. 

There are some peo ple who have tried ev ery con ceiv -
able way to deny the re al ity of im pend ing judg ment for
un re pen tant sin ners.  This ranges from de ny ing that there
is a God who could pos si bly pun ish them; to de ny ing that
there is a Hell where they could be pun ished; to de ny ing
that a lov ing God would ever send any one there (even
such a rep ro bate as them selves); to claim ing that God
must, at least, give ev ery one the op por tu nity to hear the
Gos pel.

Not that this would help them, be cause they have been 
do ing what peo ple con stantly try to do, which is to jus tify
them selves by con demn ing God and end up prov ing that
God is un just and un fair and un lov ing, and they them -
selves must be, by com par i son, pretty de cent sort of folks.

Since Je sus took hell so se ri ously, so should we.

 QUESTION TO PONDER: Is there any thing in your
life that is hin der ing your Chris tian walk?

New Every Morning, By D. James Kennedy and Jerry
Newcombe, © Copyright 2016, D. James Kennedy
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When The Risen Lord 
Abides With Us 

(Ra dio Ser mon by Pas tor R. Norheim) 

“And they drew nigh to the village whither they 
went, and He made as if He would have gone

further.  But they constrained Him, saying
‘abide with us; for it is toward evening, and the 
day is far spent.’  And He went in to tarry with
them.    And it came to pass, as He sat at meat

with them, He took bread and blest it, and
brake, and gave to them.  And their eyes were
opened; and He vanished out of their sight. 
And they said one to another, ‘Did not our

hearts burn within us, while He talked to us by
the way, and while He opened to us the

Scriptures?’”  Luke 24:28-32.

These blessed words give us a beau ti ful pic ture of the
Risen Sav iour on that first Easter Day, as He met the two
on the Emmaus Way and went with them to their home for
the eve ning meal, where He re vealed Him self as the Risen
Sav iour.  My soul is blest as I dwell on this text, so rich and 
full of guid ance.  What a loss these two dwell ers would
have sus tained if they had not in vited Je sus into their
home.  One was Cleopas; the iden tity of the other is not
made.  Per haps it was Mrs. Cleopas.  If so, would not this
text con tain a spe cial mes sage to you who are hus band
wife – have you in vited Him into your home?  Do you talk
out loud to Him there?  When you sit down for a meal, do
you ask Je sus to add His bless ing?  Do you have a fam ily
al tar?  Is Je sus re ally wel come in your home?

We Ask

You two young peo ple, who re cently were mar ried –
did you agree to in vite Je sus to go with you into your
home life?  Mul ti tudes of young Chris tian cou ples have
done so.  Such cou ples don’t end up in di vorce courts.  No!  
When Je sus en ters He unites hus band and wife as one. 
One of life’s great est ex pe ri ence is be ing one in Christ.
His faith ful ness un der all of life’s vary ing, test ing cir cum -
stances gives such cou ples a Christ-like faith ful ness.

It is cer tainly sig nif i cant that Je sus took time on the
very first day of His Res ur rec tion to visit a lit tle home, to
sit down at the ta ble with them, to bless and to break
bread!  And if you add to this that His first mir a cle, the
turn ing of wa ter to wine, (Ed. Un fer mented) was per -
formed at the wed ding feast of a cou ple that also had in -
vited Him to be pres ent, then we who are mar ried and have 
our own homes should surely be im pressed with His in ter -
est in our homes!  JESUS WANTS TO LIVE WITH US! 
Do you en joy His Pres ence?  Or have some of you man -

aged to some how get along without Him?  Some who hear
my voice to day are old and grey.  Your chil dren have long
since grown up and left home, and now you two old peo -
ple are left alone again.  In some cases only one of you is
saved; in other cases you are both un saved.  Truly, the
words of our text fit your case.  “It is to ward eve ning and
the day is far spent.”  Soon night com eth.  Oh, what a dark
night it will be if you don’t have Je sus with you.  Do as the
two of Emmaus did.  “They con strained Him, say ing,
abide with us …”  Yes, though you are ashamed to have
lived with out Him, yet by His long suf fer ing grace you
may let Him in now at this late hour.  One el derly lady re -
cently in vited Je sus into her heart and home.  How she was 
trans formed!  I saw the dif fer ence.  So, do thou like wise;
oth er wise it will soon be too late!  Be fore your sun sets –
open the door! 

What Hap pens?

First of all, when Je sus co mes in He takes charge.  He
con trols.  Pos si bly you noted in our text:

And as he sat at meat, he took bread, blest and break it 
and gave to them.”  Had He been an or di nary guest He
would not have done this.  Bu He is never an or di nary
guest.  The mo ment He en ters He takes His place at the
head of the table.  His blessed Pres ence fills the place, a
fore taste of heaven!  

Sec ondly, you rec og nize Him as the One who died for
you and ‘rose for you’.  It was while Je sus sat at meat with
them that they rec og nized Him.  Up to that mo ment their
eyes were holden, so they did not rec og nize Him.  But in
the break ing of the bread, I be lieve their eyes were fixed
upon His hands – and what did they see?  The NAIL
PRINTS!  Yes, the nail prints in His hands!  “And their
eyes were opened”, we read, “and they KNEW HIM.”

Please note that it’s a rule, with out ex cep tion, that
when Je sus en ters He co mes in as the One who died for
your sins and arose for your jus ti fi ca tion.  He never en ters
to be merely an ex am ple to fol low, nor as a teacher to im -
press you with His wis dom.  HE WILL NEVER ENTER
YOUR HOME UNTIL YOU NEED HIM AS YOUR
SAVIOR FROM SIN!  But if you are lost, with out Him,
in vite Him to en ter.  He’ll never re fuse; but He will not en -
ter un less you in vite Him.  The two peo ple of our text dis -
cov ered this, for when they first drew nigh to their
Emmaus vil lage “He made as though He would have gone 
far ther.”  How strange … why does He at times seem not
to be in ter ested in us?  But I must has ten to say we are mis -
taken.  His ap par ent re luc tance in di cates His wis dom: He
knows so well that forced at ten tions are a fail ure.  Fur ther -
more, it is a di vine prin ci ple that He en ters only where He
is in vited; that is, when He en ters to save.  When He en ters 
to JUDGE, He waits for one on one!
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Pos si bly the only ex cep tion, in the Scrip tures, is that
of Zaccheus: When Je sus told him to “make haste and
come down, for to day I must abide at thy house”.  At first,
it ap pears as if Je sus was in vit ing Him self into Zaccheus’
house.  But we must con sider, too, Zaccheus sat up in the
tree, wait ing for Him, and Je sus read his thoughts; so His
state ment, “To day I must abide at thy house” was re ally an 
an swer to his thoughts.  So I think we can safely stick to
the state ment: Je sus does not en ter un til He’s in vited. 
“Be hold I stand at the door and knock.  If any man hear
my voice and opens the door, I will come in…”  (Rev.
3:20)  Note the con di tion: “if any man opens the door”.
Have you done so?  

In the third place, note that when the Risen Sav iour
en ters to abide with you then your re li gion will be a
warm-hearted one.  “Did not our hearts burn within us
when He talked with us …” 

BURNING HEARTS – warm-hearted   Chris tian –
homes that have a fam ily al tar and fire on the al tar!  If we
need any thing in these cold days of hated, blood-shed,
greed and lust, we need homes where fa thers and moth ers
and chil dren are saved and where Je sus abides with His
light and warmth… where His Word has first place…
where we all have ears to hear and hearts to be lieve.

Di rec tions 

Well, where shall we be gin?  How can our homes
glow with love, joy and peace when churches are cold as
ice-boxes.  I’ll grant you, that’s not a pleas ant prob lem. 
But I do chal lenge you to get right with God and live good
with Him in your homes, and the cold churches will ei ther
get warmer, due to your in flu ence, or the church will re ject 
you and re lieve you of your mem ber ship.  They kicked the 
blind man, healed, out of the syn a gogue, but he went right
on wit ness ing in a sweet spirit just the same.  (John 9) 
Don’t worry about what man will do to you.  Trust daily
Je sus Christ!  Trust in His “fin ished work, and His Res -
ur rec tion power shall sus tain you with “new ness of life”
so you’ll be liv ing above the cir cum stances, as a vic tor,
not a vic tim.   

Je sus lives … And be cause He lives we too can live –
and shall live a life more abun dant, as cups over flow ing
His good ness and mercy.

The Lamplighter, April, 1963.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Whatsoever is Lovely

Finally, brothers, whatever things are true,
whatever things are honest, whatever things

are just, whatever things are pure, whatever
things are lovely, whatever things are of good

report, if there is any virtue, and if there is any
praise, think on these things.  Philippians 4:8

Philippians 4:8 is prob a bly the orig i nal proc la ma tion
of pos i tive think ing!  Here lays the se cret of men tal health
and of a happy life, of a pos i tive at ti tude, of a win some
per son al ity, of ad vance ment in life, of ac cep tance by oth -
ers.  Cer tainly these are things that ev ery one of us de sires.  
If we fill our minds and hearts with the truth, the just, the
pure, the good, the vir tues and the lovely, then we will be
en no bled and up lifted.

One of the great trag e dies of our times is that be cause
of their sep a ra tion from God, most mak ers of the me dia
con tin u ally fill our minds with the op po site of all these
won der ful things   They show us the un just, the un fair, the
un godly, the un kind, the lies, the crass, and the ghastly. 
They show all that is un clean, hor ri ble and vile – all pour -
ing out of a TV set and movie screens and the nov els and
the mag a zines of mod ern times.

It is true that the gut ter is real.  But roses are just as
real as barbed wire.  The gut ter is nei ther the only re al ity,
nor the high est re al ity.  TV and movie pro duc ers are con -
stantly say ing, “we only re flect re al ity.”  Well, I want to
say back to them: “Yes, but life is more than the gut ter, the
toi let, and the brothel!”  

Set your thoughts on things above. Sur round your self
with what ever is lovely, and you will be lovely, too.  God
is the source of all that is good and true and lovely, and our 
Lord Je sus Christ is the al to gether Lovely One.   

“Where there is beauty, there is the Spirit of God.”
           R. C. Sproul 

New Every Morning, By D. James Kennedy and Jerry
Newcombe, © Copyright 2016, D. James Kennedy
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GONE HOME TO HEAVEN 

Mr. Townley (Toby) Knutson re cently was called
home to be with JESUS for all eter nity.  

Toby was cer tainly a ‘born-again’ per son who
walked with Je sus.  He was a changed man, and a
few years ago he was a mem ber of the Hauge Lu -
theran Innermission Fed er a tion Board.  

Most cer tainly he is missed by many who also
know Je sus, and we cer tainly ex tend our sym pa thy
to Donna, his be loved wife, and his fam ily.



The Golden Rule 

“Therefore, all things whatsoever ye would that 
men should do to you, do ye even so to them:

for this is the law and the prophets.” 
(Matthew 7:12).

This com mand of Christ is the fa mous so-called
“Golden Rule” of con duct.  As He said, it suc cinctly sum -
ma rizes and crystalizes all the in struc tions given in the
Old Tes ta ment Scrip tures deal ing with hu man in ter re la -
tion ships.  In fact, some what sim i lar guide lines can be
found even in cer tain an cient ex tra-bib li cal writ ings.  

It should be stressed, how ever, that this maxim is not
meant to be a pre req ui site for sal va tion.  No mere hu man
be ing ever obeys this rule per fectly, any more than one can 
keep per fectly the Ten Com mand ments.

It was in cluded by Christ as a part of what is known as
the Ser mon on the Mount, which the Bi ble clearly states
was a se ries of in struc tions given only to be liev ers – that
is, to peo ple al ready saved through per sonal faith in
Christ.  At the very be gin ning of this “ser mon,” it says
clearly that “see ing the mul ti tudes, He went up into a
moun tain and when He was set, His dis ci ples came unto
Him: And He opened His mouth, and taught them” (Mat -
thew 5:1-2).

Thus, the ‘Golden Rule’ is only for Chris tian be liev -
ers.  It is a stan dard by which we should seek to or der our
per sonal lives, not to be saved, but be cause we are saved. 
“Be ye there fore per fect,” said the Lord, “even as your
Fa ther which is in heaven is per fect” (Mat thew 5:48).  No
one – ex cept Christ Him self, in His hu man ity – has ever
per fectly kept the Golden Rule or been sin lessly per fect
(note 1 John 1:8, 10).  Nev er the less, our stan dard can be
noth ing less.  Not as though I had al ready at tained, ei ther
were al ready per fect,” said the apos tle Paul: “but I fol low
af ter, if that I may ap pre hend that for which also I am ap -
pre hended of Christ Je sus” (Philippians 3:12).  And so
should we.

          Henry M. Mor ris, Ph.D. 

   Taken from Days of Praise, by Institute for Creation
Research, © Copyright 2015, Permission Granted.

“The glory of the Lord shall be re vealed,
and all flesh shall see it to gether.”

Isa iah 40:5

WE an tic i pate the happy day when the whole world
shall be con verted to Christ; when the gods of the hea then
shall be cast to the moles and the bats; when Romanism
shall be ex ploded, and the cres cent of Mo ham med shall

wane, never again to cast its hate ful rays upon the na tions;
when kings shall bow down be fore the Prince of Peace,
and all na tions shall call their Re deemer blessed.  Some
de spair of this.  They look upon the world as a ves sel
break ing up and go ing to pieces, never to float again.  We
know that the world and all that is there is one day to be
burnt up, and af ter wards we look for new heav ens and for
a new earth; but we can not read our Bibles with out the
con vic tion that:

“Je sus shall reign where-er the sun,
Does His suc ces sive jour neys run.”

We are not dis cour aged by the length of His de lays;
we are not dis heart ened by the long pe riod which He al lots 
to the church in which to strug gle with lit tle suc cess and
much de feat.  We be lieve that God will never suf fer this
world, which has once seen Christ’s blood shed upon it, to
be al ways the devil’s strong hold.  Christ came hither to de -
liver this world from the de tested sway of the pow ers of
dark ness.  What a shout shall that be when men and an gels
shall unite to cry “Hal le lu jah, hal le lu jah, for the Lord God
Om nip o tent reigneth!”  What a sat is fac tion will it be in
that day to have had a share in the fight, to have helped to
break the ar rows of the bow, and to have aided in win ning
the vic tory for our Lord!  Happy are they who trust them -
selves with this con quer ing Lord, and who fight side by
side with Him; do ing their lit tle in His name and by His
strength!  How un happy are those on the side of evil!  It is
a los ing side, and it is a mat ter wherein to lose is to lose
and to be lost for ever.  On whose side are you?

Morning & Evening, by Charles Spurgeon, Copyright –
1993, Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.   
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In the 1973 Yom Kippur War …
Egypt & Syria both at tacked Is rael and Syr ian

tanks came right up to the bor der of Is rael.  They
could have marched un abated into Is rael.  But one Is -
raeli tank com mander with just 3 tanks man aged to
de stroy and halt 150 Syr ian tanks.  When the com -
mander of the Syrain tanks was later ques tioned as to
why he stopped, he said, “I would like to see you try
and cross the Syr ian mis sile lines when you see a
whole host of white an gels stand ing right on the mis -
sile lines, and a white hand from heaven tell ing you
to stop right there and move no fur ther!  Need less to
say, I stopped right then and there!”

The Is raeli sol diers were baf fled by the sight of
row upon row of Syr ian tanks frozen in place, seem -
ingly warded off by a sin gle Is raeli tank, and could
not un der stand why the Syr i ans were not mov ing.  
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Up Date
Bleak?!? 

As Ed i tor, I try to face life re al is ti cally.  I am also
an op ti mist in seek ing to ex er cise the gift of a liv ing
faith.  Frankly, though, as a re al ist, we are hurt ing fi -
nan cially.  Either God is clos ing the open door, or some 
‘born-again’ Chris tians are not ex er cis ing faith to the
prompt ing of the Holy Spirit in in vest ing in this por -
tion of God’s King dom Work!  We know that JESUS
talked much about money in the New Tes ta ment, be -
cause money mat ters.  He said, “Where your trea sure
is, there will your heart be ALSO!”

Fairly re cently, I wrote to all of the Hauge Board
Mem bers the fol low ing:

S (ave) – O (ur) – S (hip) 

Well, I have n’t writ ten to you per son ally since last
year, and now it is a cru cial time that I write to you, as
Fel low Workers in the King dom of God.

What will hap pen in the year of 2016 none of us
know; BUT I do know the spir i tual war fare and the
sec u lar war fare is in ten si fy ing, and the bat tle is real! 
Yes, the greater the bat tle, the greater the vic tory, be -
cause greater is HE who is in YOU, than he of this
world. 

To day, I had the priv i lege of talk ing to our Trea -
surer (Paul Pe ter son) and was in formed that the trea -
sury is in a state of real NEED, in fact, al most broke. 
Yes, it is the Lord’s work and we are to leave it in His
Hands – but of ten He uses the Blood Bought re deemed 
(cleansed ves sels) to ac com plish His Work.  

So, the bot tom line our NEED of spe cific
PRAYER, and with ‘thanksgiving’!  (Philippians
4:4-7).  (See also Psalm 62 – which is one of my fa vor -
ite Psalms)…

P. S. Are you (per son ally) will ing to be an an swer
to our prayers?

Jan u ary’s In come for the min is try of the Morn ing
Glory is $3,607.00

The cost of pub lish ing and mail ing the Morn ing
Glory each month is approx. $2,000, and we are tak ing
a step of faith more at this time.  This is one of God’s
min is tries, so please be a cheer ful and gen er ous giver – 
please!  We are strug gling and hope fully we can de -
pend upon YOU as one of God’s means of sup ply, as
this is a faith min is try.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE
HAUGE LUTHERAN

INNERMISSION FEDERATION 

Lord will ing:

Will be held at St. Paul’s Lu theran Church (AFLC)
in Fargo, ND on June 24-26, 2016

Host Pas tor:  Mi cah Hjermstad

Likely topic 

“Build ing & Bat tling”

Based on 

The Book of Nehemiah & Jude 3

Pas tor Willmore Gundersen will be
 the main guest speaker.


